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THE AIRPORT BOMB CONFESSIONS

1. You might find it useful to have a more deta@led gnaly51s
of the various revelations on TV recently about islamiC
terrorism in Algeria.

2. Before looking at what those concerned actua}ly cedlel, e
is worth asking whether they are the real terrorists, and
whether their confessions are genuine. In the Arab world (and
elsewhere) staged "confessions" are a common propaganda wgapon
and, in the case of the Algiers airport bombers, the mul?lple
l1inks between the FIS and the terrorists look too convenient
to the regime's purpose to be entirely credible. Despite FIS
attempts to muddy the waters (e.g. by rumours that one of
those who appeared on TV had been dead for several weeks as a
result of torture) the general feeling here is nonetheless
that Hocine Abderrahim and his co-conspirators are genuine.

We know for example that Abderrahim was elected as FIS deputy
for Bouzareah on 26 December 1991, and we have been able to
confirm that he was indeed in Madani's cabinet.

3. As to whether the confessions have been subject to
manipulation, the answer has to be a firm "Yes". Despite
allegations of torture, the way in which the individuals spoke
did not look like a classic torture-induced performance. The
confessions could however have been extracted in return for
promises of clemency, and there are some who believe that they
were filmed with hidden cameras. It is also odd that, while
claiming responsiblity for other previous bombs, there was no
mention of the second wave of airline bombings on 23 September
- a possible explanation is that the TV confessions were
filmed before 23 September. As for the presentation of the
confessions, both on the TV and subsequently in the press

this was undoubtedly stage-managed. All sorts of conclusions
have been drawn, many of which are completely unjustified by
what was actually said. It is worth noting that nowhere in
the texts of the confessions is there:
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INFO TELELETTER RABAT, TUNIS, PARIS, BONN, BRUSSELS, ROME., MADRID

FROM: C C R BATTISCOMBE, ALGIERS T
TO: D RICHMOND ESQ, NENAD, FCO \z
COPIES: HMA e
HMA F;ﬁrBdAI; T ¢ M4
A -
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BRUSSELS, K M
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MADRID }}yqu“ L)
FIS ACTIVISTS IN EUROPE: ABDEL HAMID BRAHIMI ﬂl/b
1. THE ALGERIAN PRESS HAS CARRIED REPEATED ARTICLES OVER THE PAST

FEW DAYS ABOUT THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER, ABDEL HAMID BRAHIMI, TO
WHOM A SUMMONS HAS BEEN ISSUED TO GIVE EVIDENCE CONCERNING HIS
PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS IN MARCH 1990 THAT 26 BILLION HAD BEEN SIPHONED
OUT OF THE STATE COFFERS THROUGH CORRUPTION. AS YOU MAY KNOW
BRAHIMI HAS BEEN LIVING FOR SOME TIME IN ENGLAND WHERE HE HAS A
LECTURESHIP IN ISLAMIC ECONOMICS AT LEICESTER UNIVERSITY. HIS
FAMILY APPLIED YESTERDAY AT THE EMBASSY FOR VISAS (HIS DAUGHTER HAS
APPARENTLY ALSO OBTAINED A JOB IN LEICESTERY SO IT LOOKS AS IF HE
IS PLANNING TO STAY. BRAHIMI HAS APPARENTLY SO FAR FAILED TO
REPLY TO THE SUMMONS, DESPITE, ACCORDING TO THERERESSEMATNR EIGE N
DECLARATION BY THE PRIME MINISTER IN FRONT OF THE NATIONAL
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS READY TO GIVE HIM ALL
APPROPRIATE GUARANTIES. THE PRESS SPECULATE WHETHER THE COURTS
WILL ISSUE A SECOND SUMMONS TO BRAHIMI, WHETHER THEY WILL SIMPLY
LET THE MATTER DROP, OR WHETHER THEY WILL HAVE RECOURSE TO INTERPOL

QUOTE IN THE ABSENCE OF AN EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN BRITAIN AND
ALGERIA UNQUOTE.

20 THIS QUESTION WAS ALREADY UNDER DISCUSSION WHEN I RAN INTO THE
NEW MINISTER FOR LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS, MADAME
BEBRIAHOUB-ZEDANI, AT A RECEPTION YESTERDAY. MRS ZEDANI DID NOT
ASK ANYTHING PARTICULAR OF ME, NEITHER SO FAR HAS ANYONE ELSE, BUT
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“»

SAID THAT SINCE HE HAD MADE THESE ALLEGATIONS BRAHIMI OWED IT TO
EVERYONE TO RETURN AND REVEAL WHAT EVIDENCE HE HAD. SHE WENT ON
TO ACCUSE BRAHIMI OF BEING A CLEAR SUPPORTER OF THE FIS, MAKING THE
POINT THAT THE PURPOSE BEHIND HIS 1990 ALLEGATIONS HAD BEEN TO HELP
THE FIS WIN THE JUNE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. HE HAD REVEALED HIS
COLOURS EVEN MORE CLEARLY LAST YEAR WHEN HE HAD SIGNED UP (WITH HIS
NAMESAKE AND FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AHMED TALEB IBRAHIMI) AS A
MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE DEFENDING THE RIGHTS OF THE IMPRISONED FIS
LEADERS. I PERSONALLY HAVE SOME DOUBTS ABOUT MRS ZEDANI'S
INTERPRETATION SINCE I THOUGHT AT THE TIME, AND STILL DO, THAT
BRAHIMI'S ALLEGATIONS HAD MORE TO DO WITH INTER FLN SQUABBLES THAN
WITH PROMOTING THE FIS. BUT I HAVE LITTLE DOUBT THAT SHE IS
REFLECTING THE VIEWS OF MANY IN THE CURRENT REGIME. WHAT SHE SAID
FITS WITH OTHER RECENT SUGGESTIONS IN THE PRESS THAT CHADLI HIMSELF

HAD ALL ALONG BEEN SECRETLY PROMOTING THE FIS AS A WAY OF KEEPING
HIMSELF IN POWER.

034205
MDTTAN 0325

3/ THIS KIND OF TALK WILL OF COURSE DO NOTHING TO ENCOURAGE
BRAHIMI TO RETURN AND MAY INDEED EXPLAIN WHY HIS FAMILY IS NOW SO
ANXIOUS TO JOIN HIM IN THE UK. I HOPE THAT IT WILL NOT BUILD UP
INTO A LEGAL TUSSLE TO GET BRAHIMI BACK BUT SINCE THERE ARE AT

PRESENT NO ACTUAL CHARGES AGAINST HIM THIS SEEMS, AT WORST, SOME
WAY DOWN THE ROAD AT PRESENT.

4. THIS HOWEVER LEADS INTO A SUBJECT WHICH MAY BE OF WIDER
INTEREST C(HENCE MY COPYING OF THIS TELELETTER) - THE GROWING
CRITICISM LEVELLED HERE AT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES FOR HARBOURING
MEMBERS OF THE FIS OPPOSITION. MY NEW GERMAN COLLEAGUE HAS TOLD
ME THAT IN EACH OF HIS INTRODUCTORY CALLS HE HAS BEEN ATTACKED BY
ALGERIAN MINISTERS ABOUT THE PRESENCE AND ACTIVITY OF FORMER FIS
LEADERS IN GERMANY. THE PRESS HAS ALSO BEEN VIRULENT ABOUT THE
EASE WITH WHICH FIS ACTIVISTS OBTAIN RESIDENCE PERMITS IN FRANCE OR
ARE GRANTED POLITICAL ASYLUM IN BELGIUM.  THE UK HAS SO FAR
ESCAPED FROM THIS BUT I IMAGINE THAT IT WILL BE ONLY A MATTER OF
TIME BEFORE ONE OR OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FORMER FIS LEADERSHIP TURN
UP IN LONDON. ACCORDING TO THE ALGERIAN DAILY EL WATAN ALGERIAN
FUNDAMENTALISTS HAVE ALREADY ATTACKED THE IMAM OF THE REGENTS PARK
MOSQUE FOR HIS REFUSAL TO PREACH ABOUT THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN
ALGERIA AND HAVE GRABBED THE MICROPHONE FROM HIS HANDS TO TALK
ABOUT THE SITUATION THEMSELVES.  (THIS FITS IN WITH INFORMATION WE
HAVE SEEN FROM OTHER SOURCES ABOUT POLITICAL ACTIVITY CENTRED
AROUND THE MOSQUE.)  THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR HAS SUGGESTED THAT WE
SHOULD DISCUSS AT A FUTURE EC AMBASSADORS' MEETING OUR POLICY ON
ISSUING VISAS TO FUNDAMENTALISTS, AND I IMAGINE THAT THIS COULD
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