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FM ALGIERS
TO TELELETTER FCO

TELELETTER NFR
OF 030925Z NOVEMBER 1992
s

FROM: C CR BATTISCOMBE, ALGIERS
TO: MARK ELLIOTT ESQ CMG, FCO
CE BY BAG TO RECIPIENTS OF LETTER

YOUR LETTER OF 9 OCTOBER: ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM AND ITS
IMPLICATIONS FOR BRITISH POLICY

1. THANK YOU FOR SENDING US A COPY OF YOUR LETTER OF 9 OCTOBER TO
MEG ROTHWELL AND FOR INVITING COMMENTS . 1 APOLOGISE IN ADVANCE
FOR HAVING A SECOND CRACK AT THIS BUT SINCE FUNDAMENTALISM HAS HAD
SUCH A NEURALGIC INFLUENCE IN ALGERIA OVER THE PAST 4 YEARS, I HOPE
I MAY BE EXCUSED.

21 IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WE NEED TO BE VERY CAREFUL ABOUT TERMS AND
WHAT WE MEAN BY THEM. ISLAMIC AND ISLAMIST (WHICH T TAKE AS A
SYNONYM FOR FUNDAMENTALIST) SOUND VERY SIMILAR BUT THERE IS A WORLD
OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM AND INDEED THIS DIFFERENCE IS WHAT THIS
PROBLEM IS ALL ABOUT. RAD'S PAPER RECOGNISES THE DIFFERENCE BUT
THEN SEEMS TO BLUR IT IN ITS PRESCRIPTIONS, EG WHEN IT SAYS THAT
THERE IS KO NECESSARY ANTITHESIS BETWEEN EUROPEAN AND ISIAMIC
ASPIRATIONS (PARA 8) AND TALKS OF HOW T0 DEAL WITH THE MUSLIM
MINORITIES IN EUROPE (PARA 6) AND MUSLIM STATES TO QUR SOUTH AND
EAST (PARA 8). I AM NOT AT ALL SURE IF YOU ARE NOT DOING THE SAME
IN PARA 2 OF YOUR LETTER WHEN you TALK OF PROMOTING MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING AND CO-EXISTENCE AND CONTRIBUTING TO ECONCMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND EXPORT MARKETS. AT LEAST IN THIS PART OF THE
WORLD THE ISLAMISTS ARE NOT YET IN CHARGE AND DO NOT HAVE EXPORT
MARKETS .

.  THIS MAY SOUND LIKE NITPICKING BUT MY POINT IS A SERIOUS ONE.
BIURRING THE DISTINCTION RISKS BLURRING OUR JUDGEMENT AND

E ONTRLBUTING) TO THE CONCLUSION THA T SEEM TO DETECT BOTH IN YOUR
COTTER AND RAD'S PAPER THAT THERE 29 NOTHING PERNICIOUS OR INIMICAL
5o Us IN FUNDAMENTALISM WHICH A GOOD TALK WITH THE FUNDAMENTALISTS
WON'T CURE. THIS SEEMS TO ME DANGEROUS COMPLACENCY. ONE HAS ONLY
N GOKi AT IRAN AND SUDAN TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN ISLAMIST REGIMES
SOME TO DOWER. WE MAY NOT BE ABLE T STOP THE ADVANCE OF

S ONDAMENTALISM, AND WHERE IT TAKES A HOLD WE WILL NO DOUBT HAVE TO
COE¥.cT WITH IT AS WE DO WITH OTHER UNWELCOME FORCES AROUND THE
CcRrD. | IBUTWE\SHOULD DO NOTHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO ITS ADVANCE AND
S OULD INDEED DO ALL WE CAN TO HOLD I7 BACK BY ENCOURAGING ISLAMIC
SEGIMES TO ADOPT THE DEMOCRATIC AUD LIBERAL POLICIES THAT WILL WIN
NGEM POPULAR SUPPORT AND UNDERMINE SUPBORY FOR THE ISLAMISTS, AND
o THE EXTENT THAT WE ARE ABLE, BUTTRESS THEM FURTHER WITH
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.
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